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px Rome I read a nobleman} 
1 The Emperor did offend,” | 
| And for the fault he was adjudg'd. 
_ >. Untoa cruel end: _ 
That he ſhould be in pMſon caſt, -. 
With ions, many a one, | 
And there be:famiſh'd unto death, 
And brought to ſkin and bone. 


And more, if any one were known, 
By night, or eke by day, 
To bring him any kind of food, 
His hunger to allay, 85 
The Emperor ſwore, a mighty oath, 
Without remorſe, quoth ke, * 
They ſhall ſuſtain the crueleſt death, 


That can deviſed be. , 3 — 


| This cove ſentence thus E 
The nobleman was caſt 
inte a dungeon deep and dark, 
With irons fetter'd faſt; * 
Where when he had with hunger great 
Remained ten days ſpace, 
5 Nor taſted neither meat nor drink, 
. 3 moſt woeful caſe; : 


The tears alon his aged face 
Moſt piteouſly did fall, 
| {end grievoſly he did begin 5 
> „ £omplaining thus to call: : 
| . DLord, quoth he, what ſhall do, 
. So hung am 1? 
For want of. bread, one bit of bread, 


I periſh, ftarve, and die. „ 


Ke pifttious | is one grain of wheat 

Unto a hungry foul, , 

' cruſt, or crumb, or little piece, 

hunger to controul ; | 

kt this dungeon heap' d with oaks _ 
O now would I give it al! 

To buy and purchaſe one ſmall loaf, 
Ven. were it e er ſo ſmall. 
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© that I had but ks ONE 
," - JIE. VIC Ot Bread fe 


A ne er ſo black or mould 7 


My comfort would be great; 
Yes, tho' J did take it up, ; 
Trod down in dirt and mire, - 
It would be pleaſing to my taſte, 
And ſweet to my deſire. 


O Lord, moſt happy is the hte 
That labours all the =_ = 


The drudging mule, the og poor, 


That at command do ſtay; - - 1 
They have their ordinary meals 
They take no heed at all f 

of thoſe crumbs and cruſts that they | ({: 
Do careleſsly let fall. 


How happy is the little chicks.” e 
Who without fear do „ 
And pick up thoſe precious eruunbs i 1 

Which they away do throw; * 

O that ſome pretty ſmall mouſe, 

So much my friend would be, 
10 bring ſome old forſaken cruſt EEE 
Into this place to me. 5 f 4 


But, O my heart! it is in vain, 
No ſuccour can I have; 
No meat nor drink, nor water. eke, | 
My loathed lite to fave; 8 
O bring ſome bread, for Chriſt's als; PI 
Some bread, ſome bread to 1 
1 die, I die for want of jood, 5 
None but ſtone wall I ſſe. 


| 1 Thus nieht and day he cry'd, 1 5 ; Ta 


In fock omrageous 1. | 
That all the le far and near, 1 
Were griev'd at his report; = 

WW rs rea: and many 5 ne VOY 
and dau aghters in the town, 1-4 ; 


Yer none Queſt come to ſuccour him, RG — 
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Fc. aring che Emperor's frown. 
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5 Apa for to help her father dear 19 


FCS 


We il EET 3 ek of 5! 
E had; as we do find, 
- Wholliv'd in his diſpleaſure g 
For not wedding to his A; 
Miche ſhe liv'd in mean eſtate, 
She whs a virtuous wif, 


7 "ar now aL on! aher a k ay 


She ventur d thus her/life > 


55 She quickly to her ſiſters went, 1 1 
And of them did entreat, „ 


That by ſome ſecret means they old” . 


Convey their father meat; 
Our father doth ſtarve, ſaid ſhe, 
The Emperor's wrath is ſuch, 
He dies, alas! for want of food, 

Whereof we have too much : 
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Pray ſiſters, therefore uſe ſome means 1 
His life for to preſerve, 
And ſuffer not our father dear 
In priſon fon to ſtarve; 
Alas ! ſaid they, what ſhall we do 
His hunger to ſuſtain ? 
You know tis death for any one 
That would his life maintain, 


And tho' we with him well, ſaid dey,” 
We never will agree 

To ſpoil ourſelves, we had as lief i 

That he ſhould die as well as we: ; 

And ſiſter, if you love yourſelf, 

Let this attempt alone, 

F ou do e' er ſo ſecret work, 


In time it will be known. 


O Bath not our fat ber brought ws up, 
And nouriſh'd us, quoth ſhe, 
And ſhall we now. forſake bim quite 

In his extremity ? 
| Nb, I will venture life and limb N 
To do my father g REN hy 
| The worſt that is, ? can but die, : 
To ſave him I'll ſhed my blood. 


Hi th that in haſte away ſhe Mies, 
Aud to the prijon g ROS, 

* But evith her diſmal "Father dear 

Sbe might mot fpeak, Cod knotus, 

"Except the emperor would grant 

Her father in that caſe, Ka 

Te keeper could admit 10 one - 
To enter in that place. 
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| 1 * View 0 74% procure his wal, 


„ 5 ' Pauchſofe that 1 may. ſpeak to hin, 


BY , Under bis carſe 7 7 e 


tit R 
494 27 4 
ee r ot 
une 1 confoſs be bas; 77 5 jt) * 
i et mighty, prince 14 e,) 
Panda in . 12 to ie 2525 
One ſimple boon to me:; 
1 che, jo T match d m) 0 
„ fatber s mind, 


As Fyrtule had affign d, 5 5 : " 


And ſeeing now the time is come 
+ muſ reſign bis breath, ' Go 


Before the hour of death, e 
WY reconcile myſelf to him, | 
' His favour to obtain, . 
. That whey be dies I may nat then .. 
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emperor granted ber 2 235 22 
Conlitionally, that ſ , , the 7 EC: 


_ Bagh day unto ber father. en ob 
Nt "Should thoroughly 1 8 N WL $474 
+ No meat nor drink bt — 7 51 Pen. 
Lo belp bim bee Af . TOES, 
But every day fhe nouriſh'd in SE 
With mils from ber orbn treaft. ſo 


. ty ber milk he was grefers'd 10 1 0 
- Atwelvemonth ant a d, 
* "rd was jo fair and fat to fee 
Yet none could tell which way; 
« The emperor muſing much ae, 5 of | 
At length did under tant 
| How he was. fed, and not bis ve 
Was broke at any band. 
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4rd much admir d ahbe ame; * 55 117 5 
And her great virtues ſhown," * 95 
Br ardon'd him, and hongur 4 ber ber e 
ith preat pręſerments 9 9 | oy | 3 


Her father ever after tb Fl 
Lov'd ber as bis fife,, 0 
33 the day that fhe <v25 1 


A virtudus Toving wiſe... E. 
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